
 

STAFF REPORT 

Meeting Date: April 4, 2016   

Agenda Item #: 9e 

 

TO:    Mayor and Town Council 

FROM:   Rawls Howard, Planning and Inspections Department 

THRU:  Susan Parker, Town Administrator 

TITLE:  Chapter 51, Building Codes 

ATTACH: Draft Chapter 51 Ordinance 

Summary: At the direction of Town Council, staff has been reviewing the Town 

Code for sections that have been omitted during the transition to the UDO in an 

effort to replace relevant sections. Staff has been working with the Planning Board 

diligently to accomplish this task and has made headway in doing so with recent 

UDO amendment going to Council currently. 

The new electric code is published and is in need of adoption in April. After 

reviewing the relevant sections of the Town Code to determine the historical 

methods the Town has used for adopting the building codes, it became apparent 

that in the transition to the UDO, the enabling ordinance that authorizes the Town to 

enforce such codes was also omitted. Typically, in most codes I have worked with, 

basic enabling language would also be in another section relative to administrative 

items. However, that is not the case with the Town. 

As such, I have worked to draft a new building code section for the Town and placed 

it in a reserved section of the Town Code. It is a thorough, yet basic enabling 

ordinance that would authorize us to inspect, establishes basic procedures, and lays 

out a solid framework. I believe it to be a very solid point of departure for revising 

the building section with updated language and procedures.  



I believe that once this language is adopted, I would like to take the time to review 

all the specific language in the older Town Code relative to the Building Code section 

for relevance and proper placement. Some sections of the older code should go to 

the UDO as they relate to land use directly. I will continue bringing those items to 

the Planning Board for review. However, having the basic enabling ordinance in the 

Town Code is paramount and critical at this time as we work through our continued 

review of the transitional UDO items. 

    

Recommendation:  Move to approve the attached ordinance amendment 

 
 


