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Town of Sunset Beach 

Monthly Council 

Work Session and Regular Meeting 

January 9, 2012 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Mayor Richard Cerrato, Mayor Pro-Tem Lou DeVita, Councilman Mike Williams, 

Councilwoman Karen Joseph, Councilwoman Carol Scott, and Councilman Wilson Sherrill.  

 

Members absent: None 

 

Attorney & Staff Present: Gary Parker, Town Administrator; Mike Isenberg, Town Attorney; Dustin 

Graham, Public Works Department Director; Chris Barbee, Fire Chief; Lisa Massey, Police Chief; 

Sandy Wood, Building Inspector; Donna Rogers, Finance Director and Lisa Anglin, Town Clerk. 

 

Work Session 

6:45 pm 
 

 

Mayor Cerrato called the Work Session to order, called for agenda amendments and general discussions 

by the Council.   

 

Agenda Amendments 

Gary Parker advised Council that the Cape Fear Council of Governments is requesting Council to 

appoint a liaison. The Council agreed and the appointment was added under New Business item 8d.     

 

Council Discussion 

Sewer Inspection Services Mutual Aid Agreement 

Gary Parker advised Council that the Brunswick County Commissioners discussed the sewer inspection 

services mutual aid agreement and agreed to reduce the per inspection rate to $40. Gary Parker advised 

that the Town of Calabash has offered to assist the Town with the sewer inspections for free in exchange 

for assistance from us if needed in the future. Mutual Aid Agreements with both Brunswick County and 

the Town of Calabash will be executed.   

 

Ordinance Violations Update 

Councilwoman Joseph requested an update concerning the business that is in violation of Section 

151.095 F (2) of the Sunset Beach Code of Ordinances and is accruing civil penalties. Attorney Isenberg 

advised that the business has possibly filed bankruptcy. Attorney Isenberg was authorized to proceed 

with the legal system to resolve this matter and collect the penalty. Councilwoman Scott requested Staff 

to contact the property owner of the vacant lot located on Sunset Blvd. between Bill’s Seafood and 

Century 21 requesting the construction debris be removed immediately. 

 

Council Audio System 

Gary Parker advised that new Council microphones, which will position the microphone closer to the 

mouth, have been ordered to increase the voice amplification in the Chambers and conference room. 
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Work Session (Cont.) 

Handicapped Parking 

Concerning the request to add handicapped parking in the rear of the building, Gary Parker advised that 

Town Hall is in ADA compliance; however, handicapped parking spaces will be added to the rear of the 

building. 

 

Public Works Department 

The Council commended Dustin Graham and the Public Works Department for a job well done on 

converting the 3
rd

 Street Beach access into a handicapped accessible access. 

 

Landscaping Design 

Gary Parker advised that Staff has received the needed NC DOT maps for Tim Cates to utilize when 

producing a draft landscape design for Council to consider. 

 

Road Repairs 

Mayor Cerrato announced that Rich Marchell, Sea Trail resident, repaired the pot holes on the section of 

private roadway in the Sea Trail community near the Georgetown Road entrance. 

 

Island Vacant Lots 

Councilwoman Scott advised Council that she is revising the island vacant lot owner letter, for a second 

mailing, to better explain the importance of prohibiting parking on vacant lots, the need for posting no 

parking signs on the vacant lots and the associated cost. Currently owners are required to submit an 

application requesting that the police department enforce no parking on their lot and agreeing to pay for 

no parking signs to be erected on their lot.  

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 

7:00 pm 
 

 

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Cerrato called the Monthly Meeting to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited 

by those in attendance. 

 

Presentation – 2010/2011 Auditor Report 

Johnny Britt, S. Preston Douglas & Associates, presented the June 30, 2011 audit report to the Council.  

Mr. Britt advised the Council that the Local Government Commission (LGC) had reviewed and 

approved the audit.  Mr. Britt advised the Council that the LGC suggests that coastal Towns maintain a 

fund reserve equal to 9 – 10 months of operating costs and that the Town has approximately 18 months 

in reserve. Mr. Britt advised the Council that as of June 30, 2011 the Town was in sound financial 

condition.  The 2010/2011 Audit Report will be filed in the Clerk’s office. 

 

Public Comments 

Ann Bokelman 404 3
rd

 Street – Thanked the Public Works Department for a job well done on the 3
rd

 

Street beach access. 
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Consent Agenda Approval 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CONSENT 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. December 5, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. December 21, 2011 Special Called Meeting Minutes 

3. Departmental Reports: 

a) Police 

b) Public Works 

c) Building Inspections 

d) Fire            

4. Disposition of Directives 

a) Amendments Supplement Received from Municode and Distributed – 12/18/11 

b) Roll Cart Warning Citations mailed – 11/04/11, 11/09/11, 11/18/11, 11/22/11, 

12/18/11 

c) Preliminary Assessment Notice appeared in Brunswick Beacon – 11/16/11 

d) Preliminary Assessment Notice and Resolution mailed to affected property 

owners – 11/16/11 

e) Preliminary Assessment Resolution Public Hearing held – 12/05/11 

f) BEMC informed to begin underground project – 12/9/11 

g) Directive Concerning No Parking in front of Mailboxes sent to Planning 

Board – 11/16/11 

h) Dustin Graham, Gary Parker and Tim Cates meet concerning Bridge 

Landscaping – 11/17/11 

i) 3
rd

 Street Walkway converted to handicapped accessible – Project began 11/21/11 

j) Crossover Walkway repairs began – 11/16/11 

k) Fireman’s Relief Fund Board Position advertised in Beacon – 12/06/11 

l) BC Mutual Aid Agreement signed and mailed to Brunswick County – 12/07/11 

m) Park RFQ amended and advertised – 12/09/11 

n) Cancellation notice for 12/20/11 Work Session sent to Sunshine List & 

Website – 12/09/11 

o) FEMA Disaster Relief Resolution Designating Agent mailed – 12/09/11 

 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A 

VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Police Department News 

Lisa Massey, Chief, advised Council that Officer Blaine Cully was alerted that an armed suspect was 

possibly traveling through our area; Officer Cully spotted the vehicle described in the alert, executed a 

traffic stop and apprehended the suspect without incident.  

 

Old Business 

Sunset Beach Fire Department Fireman’s Relief Fund Board Member Appointment 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT ALLEN RUNDALL TO THE 

SUNSET BEACH FIRE DEPARTMENT FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND BOARD. COUNCILMAN 

WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE 

MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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Old Business (Cont.) 

Clarification of the 01/24/12 Work Session & 02/21/12 Retreat Agendas 

While reviewing the January 24, 2012 Work Session agenda, Council reached a consensus to hold an 

open discussion with business owners with the focus being: Island Parking, Roll Carts and 

Accommodations Tax Usage, and to move the Road Resurfacing Schedule to the February 6, 2012 

agenda. No changes were made to the proposed February 21, 2012 Retreat Agenda. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AMENDED JANUARY 24, 

2012 WORK SESSION AGENDA. COUNCILMAN WILLIAMS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS 

VOTE. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 21, 2012 

RETREAT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. 

MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS 

VOTE. 

 

Planning Board Response for No Parking in front of Mailboxes by Landin Holland 

Landin Holland addressed the Council concerning the directive sent to the Planning Board for research 

and preparation of an ordinance addressing no parking in front of mailboxes. Mr. Holland advised that 

the Planning Board and Staff discussed the issues, viewed the placement of mailboxes throughout the 

town and contacted the postal service to determine if location regulations existed. It was determined that 

no federal or state regulations exists and placement is not addressed nor is any enforcement regulations 

included in the Town Ordinances. The Planning Board did determine and recommend that the best 

placement for any such ordinances, enforcement or regulations would be under General Regulations in 

Chapters 71 and 72 of the Town Code of Ordinances. The Council reached a consensus to discuss no 

parking in front of mailboxes at a later date.     

 

New Business 

Gazebo Bathroom Colors and Landscaping 

MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA MADE A MOTION TO SELECT BEIGE AS THE EXTERIOR 

GAZEBO BATHROOM COLOR. COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. 

MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS 

VOTE. 

 

Discussion of Dedications for the Sewer System and Fire Station #2 

Council discussed holding dedication ceremonies for the sewer system and Fire Station #2. Joe and 

Carol Santavicca were thanked for items donated to Fire Station #2.  

 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO HOLD DEDICATION CEREMONIES FOR 

THE SEWER SYSTEM AND FIRE STATION #2 WITH THE DATES TO BE DETERMINED AND 

TO INSTRUCT STAFF TO ORGANIZE BOTH EVENTS WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF SCOTT 

GARNER, FIRE STATION #2 ARCHITECT AND JERRY PIERCE, BRUNSWICK COUNTY 

PUBLIC UTILITIES DIRECTOR. MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIEDY BY UNANIMOUS 

VOTE. 
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New Business (Cont.) 

Consideration of CRC Nominations 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO NOMINATE COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT 

FOR THE AT LARGE POSITION ON THE COASTAL RESOURCES COMMISSION. 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A 

VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Consideration of Cape Fear Council of Governments Liaison Appointment  

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT COUNCILMAN SHERRILL AS 

THE CAPE FEAR COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS LIAISON. MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA 

SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION 

CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Public Comments 

Charles Nern 647 Oyster Bay Drive – Encouraged Council to continue researching, discussing and 

investigating issues to determine best for the Town instead of making quick decisions because of a few 

complaints; encouraged the police department to continue with roadblocks and license checks. 

 

Closed Session 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A 

PERSONNEL MATTER PURSUANT TO NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (6). MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA 

SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION 

CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA MADE A MOTION TO RETURN TO THE REGULAR MEETING. 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRTO CALLED FOR A 

VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO RECONVENE THE REGULAR COUNCIL 

MEETING. COUNCILMAN SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO 

CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

 

The Council met in Closed Session for approximately 45 minutes. No action was taken. 

 

Adjournment 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE JANUARY 9, 2012 COUNCIL 

MEETING. COUNCILMAN SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR CERRATO 

CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Town of Sunset Beach 

 

Richard Cerrato, Mayor 
Submitted by: 

 
Lisa Anglin, Town Clerk 

 

*January 9, 2012 Minutes were approved February 6, 2012. 


