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Town of Sunset Beach 

Monthly Council 

Work Session and Regular Meeting 

August 29, 2011 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Mayor Ronald Klein, Mayor Pro-Tem Lou DeVita, Councilman Bob 

Bobinski, Councilwoman Karen Joseph, Councilwoman Carol Scott, and Councilman Wilson 

Sherrill. 
 

Members absent: None 
 

Attorney & Staff Present: Mike Isenberg, Town Attorney; Donna Rogers, Finance Director; 

Dustin Graham, Public Works Department Director; Chris Barbee, Fire Chief; Lisa Massey, 

Police Chief; Sandy Wood, Chief Building Inspector and Lisa Anglin, Town Clerk. 

 

Work Session 

6:45 pm 
 

Mayor Klein called the Work Session to order, called for agenda amendments and general 

discussions by the Council.   

 

Agenda Amendments 

Mayor Klein requested that the Council consider moving item 6e - Consideration of Salary 

Adjustments for Certifications to the October agenda. Councilwoman Joseph requested to add 

Agenda Item 5c – Roll Cart Letter Amendment. The Council agreed with both requests. 

 

Council Discussion 

Hurricane Irene 

The Council thanked the Staff for a job well done before, during and after Hurricane Irene. 

Councilwoman Scott requested the Council to consult with an engineer to determine at what 

sustained wind speed should the bridge be closed. Police Chief Massey advised that NC DOT 

recommends closing the bridge at sustained winds of 45 mph. 

 

Future Discussions 

Councilwoman Scott requested the Council to schedule discussions in the immediate future 

concerning the rat population on the island, the walkways and handicap accesses. 

 

Solar Trash Compactors 

Mayor Pro-Tem DeVita advised that the borrowed Solar Trash Compactor has been installed at 

the gazebo and has been well received by the public. This one unit has replaced 4 – 50 gallon 

cans. The estimated cost of the combination trash/recyclable unit is $9,000; grant funds are 

available. Mayor Pro-Tem DeVita will contact a sales representative to schedule a meeting with 

the Council.  
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Monthly Meeting 

7:00 pm 
 

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Klein called the Monthly Meeting to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by those in attendance. 
 

Presentations 
Certificate of Appreciation – Eddie Walters, Planning Board Member 

Mayor Klein presented Eddie Walters with a Certificate of Appreciation for 9 years of service on 

the Planning Board. 
 

Jeff Viscount/Suzanne Bland - Bike MS Breakaway to the Beach 2011 

Mr. Jeff Viscount thanked the Council and Staff for the support of the Breakaway to the Beach 

event. Mr. Viscount advised that the 2011 Breakaway to the Beach event is scheduled for 

September 24
th

 and 25
th

 with riders finishing at the Village at Sunset Beach. 
     

Public Comments 

Rich Cerrato 517 Twisted Oak Lane – Questioned the need for a personnel consultant when the 

NC League of Municipalities has all the ranges and salaries for North Carolina municipalities 

and also requested Council to freeze salaries.  
 

Consent Agenda Approval 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

 

1. August 1, 2011 Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. August 16, 2011 Work Session Minutes 

3. Departmental Reports: 

a. Police 

b. Public Works 

c. Building Inspections 

d. Fire 

4. Disposition of Directives 

a. Interview letter sent to Al Seibert – Mailed August 4, 2011 – Al Seibert, Carol 

  Santavicca and Thomas Vincenz interviewed - August 16, 2011 

b. ETJ Resolution for Bob Tone mailed to BC Commissioners – August 4, 2011 

  Bob Tone appointed by BC Commissioners – 8/15/11; Letter mail to Bob Tone  

  08/22/11 

c. WRC Agreement mailed to NC Wildlife Resources Commission – August 4, 2011 

d. Planning Board vacancy advertised in the Brunswick Beacon – August 3 & 10 

e. Personnel Policy amended and distributed – August 10, 2011 

f. Amendments to 151.217, 50.99, 53.99 & 70.99 prepared for Municode – 08/04/11 

g. North Shore Drive (East) Underground Wiring Project postponed until October 

 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR 

A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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Old Business 

Consideration of Adoption of Ordinance 52.05 & 52.06 

The Council discussed Ordinance 52.05 Requirements for Island Sewer Vacuum System Intake 

Vents and Ordinance 52.06 Requirements for Mainland Low Pressure Sewer Vent Piping. The 

Council discussed Ordinance 52.06 Section F concerning the placement of the mainland vent 

pipes. The Council agreed that since the base flood elevation (BFE) will not be as significant as 

on the island, the requirement to attach the vent pipe to the structure might be unnecessary if the 

pipe will not exceed 18 inches and will be shielded.  

 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 52.05 AS 

WRITTEN, TO AMEND ORDINANCE 52.06 SECTION F. BY ADDING “THAT EXCEEDS 

18 INCHES IN HEIGHT” IN THE FIRST SENTENCE AND TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 52.06 

AS AMENDED. MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN 

CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Consideration of Appointments for the Planning Board 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT ALBERT SEIBERT AND 

CAROL SANTAVICCA AS REGULAR MEMBERS AND THOMAS VINCENZ AS AN 

ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE PLANNING BOARD. COUNCILMAN BOBINSKI 

SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION 

CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 

Roll Cart Letter Discussion 

Councilwoman Joseph advised that many citizens have contacted her concerning what part-time 

residents who are leaving town on a day that is not trash pickup day are to do with their garbage. 

Councilwoman Joseph proposed that the Council instruct Staff to install a dumpster on the island 

and one on the mainland for part-time residents to use. The Council discussed the logistics 

surrounding the dumpsters. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO INSTRUCT THE TOWN 

ADMINISTRATOR AND PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT TO INVESTIGATE THE 

APPROPRIATE SIZE AND LOCATION FOR A DUMPSTER TO BE PLACED ON BOTH 

THE ISLAND AND THE MAINLAND AND TO INSTRUCT THE CLERK TO INCLUDE 

THE DUMPSTER LOCATIONS AS AN ADDITIONAL ALTERNATIVE IN THE ROLL 

CART LETTER BEING MAILED TO ALL OF THE PROPERTY OWNERS. MAYOR PRO-

TEM DEVITA SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND 

THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

   

New Business 

Consideration of Advertising for ABC Board Term Expiring October 2011 

MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA MADE A MOTION TO ADVERTISE THE ABC BOARD 

POSITION. COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN 

CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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New Business (Cont.) 

Consideration of Letter Authorizing ABC Board to Adopt Town Travel Policy 

Councilman Bobinski advised that the State is requiring all ABC Boards to adopt a travel policy. 

The State will allow the local ABC Board to adopt the travel policy of the Municipal 

Appointment Authority by letter from the municipality stating the ABC Board can use their 

policy. The Council reviewed the proposed letter and policy. The Council amended the letter by 

removing the reference to the Town Administrator and Finance Director positions and replacing 

them with the proper ABC officials. 
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM DEVITA MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ABC BOARD TO 

USE THE TOWN OF SUNSET BEACH TRAVEL POLICY AS AMENDED. 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR 

A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

Consideration of Approval of Personnel Consultant RFP and Authority to Advertise 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE PERSONNEL 

CONSULTANT RFP AND TO ADVERTISE BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2011. COUNCILMAN 

SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND 

THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

Approval of Police Mutual Assistance Agreement with the Town of Ocean Isle Beach 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE POLICE MUTUAL 

ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF OCEAN ISLE BEACH. 

COUNCILMAN BOBINSKI SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR A 

VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

Public Comments 

Marci Berry 7428 Preswick Court – Advised that the Sunset at Sunset Celebration is scheduled 

for Saturday, October 1
st
 beginning at 10:00 am. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  

 

Norman Cole 404 29
th

 Street – Suggested that the rental companies need to provide the roll cart 

service for their customers; thinks the dumpsters are a good idea for part-time residents. 
 

J. C. Phillips 419 Sailfish Street – Thinks the dumpsters are a good idea for part-time residents. 
 

Hugh Munday 405 16
th

 Street – Advised that service vendors such as landscapers do not have a 

place to park their vehicle when performing their services since the parking regulations were 

enacted, request Council to reconsider, questioned the bridge closing during Hurricane Irene. 
 

Carol Santavicca 9109 Forest Drive – Thinks that the homeowners will be getting the roll cart 

fines because the renters will not be concerned with when the carts are rolled out or back, 

suggested the rental companies consider using the security deposits to pay the fines if the renter 

doesn’t comply with the law. 
 

Charlie Nern 647 Oyster Bay Drive – Suggested the Council consider charging someone other 

than the police department staff with issuing roll cart citations, thinks the dumpsters for the part-

time residents is a good idea. 
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Public Comments (Cont.) 

Hugh Munday 405 16
th

 Street – Advised that the rental companies are limited as to when a 

security deposit can be deemed nonrefundable.  
 

Rich Cerrato 517 Twisted Oak Lane – Questioned the status of the Annual Report, questioned 

the need for a personnel consultant. 
 

Norman Cole 404 29
th

 Street – Suggested the Council consider mailing surveys to the property 

owners concerning the bike/pedestrian trails. 
 

Closed Session 

Attorney Isenberg advised that Closed Session Agenda Item b. can be removed as he has nothing 

to report at this time. Attorney Isenberg reminded Council that general personnel policies must 

be discussed in public but that a personnel issue specific to an individual can be discussed in 

Closed Session. 
 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION TO: 
 

a. Approve the April 4, 2011 and August 16, 2011 Closed Session Minutes to prevent 

the disclosure of information that may be withheld from public inspection so long as 

public inspection would frustrate the purpose of the closed session pursuant to NCGS 

143-318.10(e); and, 

b. Consider the performance of an employee pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (6). 
 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR 

A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

The Council met in Closed Session for approximately 30 minutes.  
 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO RETURN TO THE REGULAR 

MEETING. COUNCILMAN SHERRILL SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN 

CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO RECONVENE THE REGULAR 

COUNCIL MEETING. MAYOR PTO-TEM DEVITA SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR 

KLEIN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

The Council approved the April 4, 2011 and August 16, 2011 Closed Session Minutes. No 

further action taken. 
 

Hurricane Irene Debris Removal 

COUNCILWOMAN SCOTT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE HURRICANE IRENE 

DEBRIS REMOVAL TO BEGIN TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 AT 8:30 AM AND TO 

APPROVE OVERTIME PAY FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT STAFF UNTIL 

THE HURRICANE IRENE DEBRIS IS REMOVED FOR TOWN LIMITS. 

COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR KLEIN CALLED FOR 

A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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Adjournment 

COUNCILMAN SHERRILL MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE AUGUST 29, 2011 

COUNCIL MEETING. COUNCILWOMAN JOSEPH SECONDED THE MOTION. MAYOR 

KLEIN CALLED FOR A VOTE AND THE MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

 
 

Town of Sunset Beach 

 

Ronald F. Klein, Mayor 
Submitted by: 

 

Lisa Anglin, Town Clerk 

 
 

 

*The August 29, 2011 Minutes were approved October 3, 2011. 


