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NC Dredge & Fill Law 113-229(h2)
“The language in the NC Dredge and Fill Law at 113-229(h2) is very clear that: “Clean, beach
quality material dredged from navigational channels within the active nearshore, beach or inlet
shoal systems shall not be removed permanently from the active nearshore, beach or inlet
shoal system. This dredged material shall be disposed of on the ocean beach or shallow active
nearshore area where it is environmentally acceptable and compatible with other uses of the
beach.”

We do not interpret subsection (h1) to allow flexibility with respect to the mandate in (h2).
However, as we have previously suggested, we may be able to allow temporary storage of the
beach-compatible sand on high ground until it can be beneficially placed on an eroding beach
or nearshore area in the same inlet system. Because the D&F language says “the” active
nearshore, beach or inlet shoal system, we interpret this to mean that the sand must stay in the
system where the dredging is occurring.” (DCM, 2020).



Nearshore Placement Alternative

Based on DCM’s legal interpretation of NCGS 113-229, Nearshore Placement
remains the most economical and environmentally feasible alternative, since
stockpiling would not alleviate the need to place the material within the inlet
system at some point in the future.

Nearshore placement currently practiced in North Carolina by the USACE:

 Oak Island (Lockwood's Folly Inlet)

 Ft. Macon (Morehead City Harbor)

 Oregon Inlet

 Hatteras Inlet



Nearshore Placement Alternative

Pipeline Route (typ.)

Placement Area
(2,500 ft x 150 ft)

Dredge Area

Final pipeline placement will be 
coordinated with NCWRC & USFWS



Nearshore Placement Alternative 

Figure provided 
by DCM.



Nearshore Placement Alternative
 Nearshore placement will place material in 10 ~ 12 ft of water up to

an elevation of approximately ~ -6-ft MLW.

 Placement area would be approximately 150-ft wide x 2,500 ft long.
(62,500 CY Capacity)

 Placement density would focus on 25 CY per lf of shoreline to avoid
‘sediment mounding’.

 Construction would occur between Nov. 16 & March 31.

Typical Profile

Elevations ref. NAVD88



Environmental Considerations



Agency Concerns:

 Will require a Major Permit Modification and maybe an 
update to the CRC (Coastal Resources Council).

 Will require an evaluation on how the sand will disperse 
after placement. 

 Post-construction monitoring was recommended and most 
likely will be required. 

 Turbidity monitoring during construction will be required. 

 Construction will be limited to Nov. 16 to March 31 (any 
year).

 Agency coordination during construction will be critical. 



Next Steps:

 Late July 2020 - Submit CAMA Major Modification request & 
USACE IP request.

 August 2020 – Update construction estimate (will require 
new surveys).

 September 2020 – Construction Plans and Specs & Contractor 
solicitation. (Award contract upon permit issuance.)

 January 2021 through March 2021 - Maintenance Dredge S. 
Jinks Creek with Nearshore Placement.

 January 2021 through March 2021 – Maintenance Dredge 
Turtle & Mary’s Creek.

 November 2021 through March 2022 – Maintenance Dredge 
Feeder Channel system and Bay Area.



Questions / Comments

Moffatt & Nichol 

Thank you!
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