
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Benefits of Street Trees 
For a planting cost of $250-600 (includes first 3 years of 
maintenance), a single street tree returns over $90,000 of direct 
benefits (not including aesthetic, social, and natural) in the 
lifetime of the tree. Additional benefits include: 

1. Reduced and more appropriate urban traffic speeds. 
Urban street trees create vertical walls framing streets, and a 
defined edge, helping motorists guide their movement and 
assess their speed (leading to overall speed reductions). Street 
safety comparisons show a reduction of run-off the-road 
crashes and overall crash severity when street tree sections are 
compared with equivalent treeless streets.  

2. Create safer walking environments, by forming and 
framing visual walls and providing distinct edges to sidewalks 
so that motorists better distinguish between their environment 
and one shared with people. If a motorist were to significantly 
err in their urban driving task, street trees can deflect or 
fully stop a motorist from taking another human life. 

3. Increased security. Trees create more pleasant walking 
environments, bringing about increased walking, talking, pride, 
care of place, association and therefore, actual ownership and 
surveillance of homes, blocks, neighborhoods plazas, 
businesses, and other civic spaces. 

4. Improved business. Businesses on treescaped streets show 
20% higher income streams, which is often the essential 
competitive edge needed for main street store success versus 
competition from plaza discount store prices. 

5. Less drainage infrastructure. Trees absorb the first 30% 
of most precipitation through their leaf system, allowing 
evaporation back into the atmosphere. This moisture never hits 
the ground. Another percentage (up to 30%) of precipitation is 
absorbed back into the ground and taken in and held onto by 
the root structure, then absorbed and transpired back to the air. 

(Source: 22 Benefits of Urban Street Trees by Dan Burden) 
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http://www.ncparks.gov/About/grants/lwcf_main.php


 
 

 

http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca
http://www.ncdot.gov/bikeped/planning/
http://www.nccoastalmanagement.net/Access/about.html
http://www.ncparks.gov/About/grants/main.php
http://www.ncparks.gov/About/grants/partf_main.php


 
 
 

 


